
At first, I thought the phrase "It's about People, not Politics" was only referring to our service members 

and our veterans. What we do is for them, to honor them and to comfort them. It is about them, not 

politics or current events. But it's also about patriotism and the expression of gratitude from a grateful 

nation. 

It didn't take me long to realize that this phase also refers to the people who make this expression of 

gratitude possible.  The individuals who put their time and talents, treasures and hearts into each Quilt 

of Valor®. 

It is about the 81 years young lady who faithfully attended every week.  We call her our "Pressing Prin-

cess".  She had knee surgery and was out for a few weeks.  When she returned she apologized for being 

absent and then asked if she could sit while pressing.  After we moved to North Pole (15 miles out of 

town), she could no longer attend.  Then she showed up at our 3-day sew-in wearing a plastic pink prin-

cess tiara and was an inspiration and blessing to us all. 

It is about the very talented and experienced quilter, very well known in our community, who has been 

with us from the start.  She had a stroke and withdrew from everyone & everything.  Yet, she reached 

out to return a project she had been working on.  Then she came back.  Couldn't finish a sentence, 

couldn't thread her sewing machine.  She kept coming.  She learned to sew all over again.  Today you 

would never know she had that stroke.  She told me that her desire to sew Quilts of Valor® was the 

reason she endured her physical therapy & worked so hard to recover her former skills. 

It is about the lady who asks how to nominate a veteran, and then proceeds to nominate 10 more, all 

from the same senior center.  When I express dismay, she proceeds to arrange the entire award cere-

mony, including Color Guard from the local High School, lunch, and all the trimmings. 

It is about the lady who hand sews the binding on our quilts.  When she returned two finished ones she 

asked for more, she told us "I'm addicted to sewing - I need more".  Now she has asked for help learn-

ing to machine quilt. 

It is about the members of the congregations that loan us their facilities to hold our sew-ins.  It is about 

the owners of the fabric shops who give us a discount.  It's about the sewing machine repair shop that 

told us the old sewing machine we wanted fixed wasn't worth fixing so they gave us a new one! 

It is about the people who don't sew and still use their talents to help us, by fund raising, making our 

brochure, donating 4 bolts of fabric or 4 fat quarters.  They all contribute the skills and resources they 

have, they all have a reason behind their contributions; they believe in the mission of healing and com-

fort for our service members and veterans.  Yes, it’s the people.  We the people. 
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What defines “touched by war”?  
As the State Coordinator of Quilts of Valor I’m often asked for clarification of our mission; what is 

“touched by war.” It was hard for me, a civilian, to answer in a perfect manner, so I asked a veteran. 

Here is what he wrote.:  “The mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation® is to cover service members 

and veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor®.  What defines “touched by 

war”?  

The veteran, who processed the paperwork on those wounded or killed in action, has been touched by 

war.  The officer, who knocks on the door of a family, bearing bad news, has been touched by war.  The 

veteran who never had to go into battle, but saw friends come home for burial, has been touched by 

war. 
 

Every Soldier, Marine, Sailor, Airman, Guardsman, “Coastie” male or female, has been touched by war in 

different ways. We are not to judge how war has affected them. We are only to Thank them in a “Very 

Special” way, by wrapping them in loving warmth with a Quilt of Valor®. 
 

Since the founding of the Quilts of Valor Foundation® in November 2003, over 

175,000 quilts have been awarded. Of the 5,000 plus members and countless vol-

unteers, there is no paid staff on the Quilts of Valor Foundation®. All materials, 

thread ,  patterns ,  sh ipp ing and other  expenses incurred 

are paid for by the individuals who hand make each loving and unique quilt. 
 

Written by Harvey Mayhill, Rockhill, South Carolina, a Vietnam Veteran and 

Proud Patriot” 
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Sometimes a request comes through that asks for a Quilt of Valor 

to be awarded in an area of the state where no quilters are QOVF 

members.  What do we do? We reach out to someone who lives in 

the area and ask for help. This time the request came from a family 

member who now lives in Tennessee while the veteran is in Hoo-

nah, Alaska.  We reached out to a friend who enlisted the aid of 

the school where a Veterans Day program was planned. A Vietnam 

Veteran was welcomed home as a major part of that program. Chil-

dren say firsthand how important it is to respect and honor our 

veterans. Long distance teamwork made it happen. 

The family member who requested the quilt for his loved one says: 

"What a beautiful piece, I am so happy and Glenn was overjoyed to have received it. Thank you so much." 

Quilt of Valor Presented in Hoonah, Alaska  

A L A S K A  V A L O R  N E W S  
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Our Youth and the Under Our Wings Program 
In an after school program at Joint Base 

Elmendorf-Richardson the members of the 

Three Rivers Youth Group are learning to 

sew. Part of their time is spent making Quilts 

of Valor®. For the second year the girls have 

been able to make QOVs to award to service 

members and veterans. Last year their cere-

mony included a WWII lady veteran who 

came to tell stories about her time in the mili-

tary and two very appreciative men. This year 

their award ceremony included Air Force Lt. 

Col. Hawkins and the father of one of the 

quilt makers, Air Force MSGT Leuenbrink. 

A L A S K A  V A L O R  N E W S  

On Friday, November 10th, First Lady Melania Trump stopped briefly at JBER and spent her time there 

visiting the children on base. As she moved around the room, from exhibit to exhibit she visited with the 

children and learned about their after school activities. When she stopped at the table where the Three 

Rivers Youth Group were displaying their work she asked them to tell her more about Quilts of Valor®.   

One young lady quickly told the story of Catherine Robert's dream which has become reality as we cover 

service members and veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor®. 

Lt. Col. Hawkins wrapped 

in his QOV. 
MSGT Leuenbrink with 

daughter and friend. 

Lt. Col Hawkins, Teacher 

Kandis Kile, Mrs. Trump 

and other girls listen as 

the young lady tells of 

Catherine Robert’s dream 

that inspired the founding 

of Quilts of Valor Founda-

tion®. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F08%2FVeterans-day-clip-art-free-veterans-titles-patriotic.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fveterans-day-clipart-image-50668%2F&docid=8CjEpQNKEbIndM
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Metlakatla 
 

Our high school wanted to get involved in celebrating our veterans. They 

had their event on Friday, November 10th in the high school auditorium. 

The elementary school was invited to attend and observe. They were quiet 
and respectful, and later, they lined up to shake the veterans’ hands and 

thank them for their service. 
 

I had twelve quilts to award, but three of the veterans were absent. One of 

them was working and tried very hard to arrive in time for the ceremony. 

Sadly, he missed it by about ten minutes. The good part was I chased him to 

the Mini Mart where he stopped to buy lunch. I covered him with his quilt 

and snapped his picture.  The other absentees will be awarded their quilts at 

the next veterans’ association meeting. 
 

All in all, it was a great day. I’m looking forward to next year’s event, which 

is becoming very popular! 
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Skagway 
 

On September 9th, Quilts of Valor® were 

awarded to fifty-seven Skagway Veterans, 

during a ceremony that was in the works 
for a couple years.  In the days afterwards, 

more Veterans came forward and we 

awarded four more!  Altogether, sixty-one 

Veterans in our little town received Quilts 

of Valor®.  It was a wonderful evening and 

it was great to see the Veterans and fami-

lies gathered together.  The Skagway quilters were:  Diane Swisher, Linda Calver, Jauna Doland, 

Beegee Perry, Allyson Nannini, Chis Baldwin, Lori Burnham, Anita Lafont, and Jean Worley. 

Ketchikan  

On November 10, 2017, in celebration of Veterans Day  Rainy Day Quilters 

in Ketchikan Alaska presented six Quilts of Valor® to Pioneer Home Resi-

dents.  The presentation was attended by Honorees, their families, Pioneer 

Home staff, members of the Rainy Day Quilters, Representative Dan Ortiz 

and soldiers from the local Coast Guard Base.  Shawna Lee sang the National 

Anthem, Richard Madden read the QOVF mission statement and the story of 

QOV.  Guild members Cheri Davis and Wendy Stidd (co-chairs of the Guild 

QOV project) presented the quilts and certificates and recognized the resi-

dents that have received quilts previously.  After the presentation an Ice 

Cream Social was held with Coast Guard members and students from Revilla 

High School serving the veterans and everyone present.  Thank you to Larry Taylor and Hall Ander-

son for photographing the event. 
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Quilts Across Alaska 
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Greetings from the Christ Church Cut-Ups in Anchorage! 
 

Our group has been laying some groundwork for coming back full force in 2018. We’ve hosted an 

"Introduction to Sewing and Quilting" class for adults, which have been very well received.  It’s been ex-

citing to watch beginners realize innate potential they didn’t know existed—and build confidence as they 

expand skills. Plans are in place for expanding the introductory sessions to youth, and the organization of 

an “Under Our Wings” QOVF group is underway.  A very exciting opportunity is in the works for collab-

oration between the Alaska State School for the Deaf/Hard of Hearing and the Christ Church Cut-Ups. 

So…..stay tuned for details! Happy Thanksgiving! 

Veterans all across the state of Alaska have been recognized for their service since we last communicat-

ed. During the month of September alone over 100 veterans were wrapped in their Quilts of Valor®. In 

October we covered the veterans returning from their trip with the Last Frontier Honor Flight, plus 

quilters around the state awarded numerous quilts locally including the first veteran awarded a QOV in 

Eagle. During Veterans Day week we saw award ceremonies from Hoonah and Juneau, Ketchikan and 

Kodiak, Anchorage, Eagle River, Wasilla and clear out to St. Mary’s and up to North Pole.  



A Quilt of Valor Standard of Excellence 
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 Use high quality 100% “quilt-weight” cotton fabric appropriate for adults. 

 Patriotic themed colors are usually preferred by our recipients. 

 A Quilt of Valor ideal size approximately 60” x 80.” Finished size can be no smaller than 55” 

x 65” and no larger than 72” x 90.” 

 A Quilt of Valor must be machine quilted or hand quilted. A tied quilt is not acceptable for a 

Quilt of Valor. 

 Backings provided to volunteer QOVF-registered longarmers must be 4” larger than the 

quilt top on all sides (8” wider in width and 8” longer in length than the top). Note: Some 

longarmers may have different requirements. 

 Batting should be quality, low-loft batting. Quilting should be appropriate for the quilt and 

not overly dense, which can reduce the loft of the quilt. 

 A Quilt of Valor must be labeled as such.  

 A Quilt of Valor may be awarded in a presentation case, though a presentation case is not 

required. QOVs must have a presentation case when going to overseas facilities, to continu-

ing destinations, or if requested 
 Before awarding, a Quilt of Valor must be machine laundered (gently, using mild detergent) 

so any bleeding of fabric dyes has occurred prior to awarding, and because some facilities 

where quilts are awarded require pre-laundering. Use of a “color catcher” that attracts 

loose dye during washing is recommended. 

 More information may be found in the Policies & Procedures Manual. 
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To Request a Quilt of Valor® for a service 

member or veteran touched by war go to 

www.QOVF.org  and complete the form. 

That information will be sent to the State 

Coordinator who will ensure your loved 

one will be honored. 

After you award a Quilt of Valor® be 

sure to go to www.QOVF.org  and 

click the link to report the award. 

We like to keep a running count of 

quilts awarded across the country. 

Help us keep Alaska on the map! 

Experienced Longarmer members of QOVF, we 

need YOU! Please fill out the “Volunteer to Longarm” 

form found under the “Take Action” tab on 

www.QOVF.org.  

Please direct any questions to the QOVF Longarm Co-

ordinator at  Elayne.Gassett@QOVF.org 

Every Quilt of Valor® includes a label 

which includes the name of the awardee, 

date and location of the award, the 

quilter(s)’ name(s). It is a one-time civil-

ian award. It is not charity, it is not a gift, 

and they are never sold. The quilts are a 

thank you from a grateful nation for the 

recipient’s service to our nation.      

Freedom isn’t free. 

A L A S K A  V A L O R  N E W S  

http://www.qovf.org/policies-and-procedures/
http://www.QOVF.org
http://www.QOVF.org
mailto:Elayne.Gassett@QOVF.org
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What is a Certified QOVF Quilt Shop? 

http://www.qovf.org/certified-quilt-shop-program/ 

Certified QOVF Quilt Shops in Alaska 

Sylvia’s Quilt Depot 

Wasilla, AK 99654 

www.sylviasquiltdepot.com 

The Quilt Cache 

Eagle River, AK  99577 

www.quiltcache.net 

Twisted Sisters' Quilty Pleasures 

Eagle River, AK  99577 

www.twistedquilting.com 

Alaska State Coordinator, Linda Kau 
Linda.Kau@QOVF.org  or call 907-864-0770 
www.QOVF.org 
https://www.facebook.com/QuiltsOfValorAlaska/ 

Anchorage - Christ Church Cut Ups 
Deanna Clark, Group Leader 
akdeedee@gmail.com  

Meet at Christ Church Episcopal 
5101 O’Malley Road 
Anchorage, AK 99057 

Anchorage - Turnigan QOV  
Contact Rosemary at slisz@gci.net  

or call 907-248-5027 

Monthly Anchorage Sew Days 
2nd Monday of each month, 10 am -4 pm 
Meet at Seams Like Home 
2153 E. 88th Ave. 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99507 

Eagle River - Chugach Mountain Quilt Guild 
Kathy Vik, Group Leader 
cmqgvalor@gmail.com or call 907-350-3926 
Fourth Saturday QOV Sew Days, 10 am – 4 pm 
Skyline Family Fellowship 
18239 N Eagle River Loop Road 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Eagle River - Quilts of Valor Cache 

Carla Eisberg, Group Leader 

Call 907-622-QULT(7858) 

First Saturday QOV Soup and Sew! 

12812 Old Glenn Highway, Unit A-2 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 

Eagle River - Twisted Sisters American Quilters 

Katy Lander-Pederson, Group Leader 

Call 907-694-TSQP(8777) for more information 

Fairbanks - Quilting Lions and Friends 
Sally Benevento, Group Leader 
sallyb@gci.net or call 907-479-5203 
Meet every Monday, 6-8 pm  
1945 Peridot 
North Pole, AK 99705 

Fairbanks - Regional Coordinator, Interior Alaska  
Marie Fitts  

North Pole, AK  

fsh_inc@hotmail.com  

Juneau 
Quilters needed in Juneau area. 
Please contact State Coordinator, Linda Kau,      

Linda.Kau@QOVF.org if you’d like to help         

honor veterans in your area. 

Kodiak 

Nicola Belisle, Group Leader 

Nicola.Belisle66@gmail.com  
Ketchikan 

Jill Bennett, Group Leader 
jbennett@kpunet.net or call 907-225-0934 
https://www.facebook.com/RainyDayQuiltGuild/ 

Metlakatla 
Nina Nathan, Group Leader 
nmnathan58@gmail.com 

Mat-Su Valley - Forget Me Not Quilters of Alaska 
Linda Kau, Group Leader   
Linda.Kau@QOVF.org 
Semi-annual Retreats 

March and September 
Wasilla VFW Post 9365 

Monthly Wasilla Sew Day: 
4th Thursday of month, 9 am to 3 pm 
Meet at Wasilla Senior Center, 
1301 S. Century Circle Wasilla, AK  
Call Maureen for info: 907-373-3804 

Alaska QOVF Groups Contact & Meeting Info 
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